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I te San Lui, afternoun. cloud, 
billowin~ O\cr the mountam

top from Per\a, Dlanca,. I Ml 
on a ,traiMht -bad .• rough ~oodcn 
chair in 1he center room of l>or\a 
Tina·, hou\C, ,urroundc:J by her chil
dren, arand~hildrcn, .and '° manv 
friend~; all 11athered for ~orship and 
in expression of love. It •~ her 7Mth 
birthday. 

Altl·r prayen and pcr,onal t~ti
monic, of appr(.~iarion kit tor her, 
eve, turn to me . Tame to lclebratc:. 
The "duke amor"? •• A mama le 
au,ta t.mw la mlhica." ••Toque alao, 
Ana ••. " 

The Julcuner \lips ~~t of 1h fra)
intt doth cover. I care,, it~ ,ilvcr 
~, rin~, . Whal can I play? 

1 'S1mrle < ,1h, •• It'\ a -.ong in l:na
li,h, hut I don't kno~ many dukimer 
,ongs m Spani,h. 

"Rut tell them ~ ha1 the ~·oHh 
mean." .. uggc~t, Katv. a U.S. friend . 

Tran\lataon ha, never ,omc ca,ily 
to me. I ,trugadc 10 find ~orth to 
convey the meamng of lhl\ old 
Shaker h)·mn. 

"Quaker.. have a tcsllmon)' about 
,implici1y.•• I beam in Spani~h ... To 
put malenal care, a\ldc. anJ other 
more important 1hin1~ ti, \t ••• " 

Hui \Omeho~. mv ~ord, ring 
empty to m)' o~ n ear~. I look. al the 

~nat1.:he~ or ta,kd ~olorcd wrappmi 
paper pa,ted on the wall,, ilnd the: 
,par'-C but functional furni,hing\ m 
the dim room . My thought, then fly 
10 the ~orlJ atop the dirt ab<.we u, 
and lhl' Quaker home~ there thc:ar 
larac gla\, ~ in<low\ and wa,hm1 
machine,, dl\hc~ thal mat'-h, record 
players. and ~aftle aron,. 

I wonder ~hat m) >Aord\ can mc:an 
10 the: man aero,, thl· room. aaina 
rapidly trom ycilr, ,toopcd on·r a 
machete. ~ho \till return, every da) 
to a hou,e with a dirt floor in the 
k1h.hen and aapmg crac~, hct~ecn 
the une"en ~oodcn \ldang where ram 
entc:u in a Jo'Anpour. Hi\ hte ap 
pear\ immen,el) more "Jimple .. than 
mv o~ n. II" eye, betray fatigue and 
a hint of ,adnc:,~. There is no dehtiht 
in h1\ life'\ materaal simphcit)'. 

"'Pero lo, cuaquero, ,on rko~. 
no?" - Quaker\ arc rich, aren't 
they?-1 can almo,t 1ma1inc him 
thinlung. I quick.ly change: to a dir
fc:rent Juk1mcr melody. 

It i\ a ch.dlcnaie 10 define &1mphc1ty 
ma comple~ 'AOrld of hanh materaal 
cont ra)I ,. of an 1nc~mtablc di,tribu
lion of good that can't be.· o,·er
look'--d . \\'hat dOt.", It really mean to 
.. live: Mmpl) '•1 Wall we: .trrivc once 
~c ,ell our blendcr and stereo? Doc\ 
It mean tti\ling up electricity and 
bu1lJm1 an outhou~c? Doc5 1implic
i1 y come ~•th milk.mg our ,l~n brc.aJ 

and granola? h it really a matt~r of 
our ma1crial ro~,e,~ion~ or. rather, 
a ,tate of mind, heart, and ,pmt ~ 
One of the: line~ of thc ,on, ''Simple 
Gift~•• got ,tuck in my mind: .. When 
true ,implic11y 1, iaincd, to bo~ and 
to bend we \hall not he a~hamc:d. •• 

To bo~ .rnJ to bend. Perhar,, here 
~e mav J1\cover a kev: the ~implk
ity that "omc, ot humbhng our,eh,es 
bc:fore other, and bcf orc: <,od. To 
bring our,eh·e~ do~n w the root ICYcl 
that conncxt, m all, tran,cendml( 
cultural. educational. or economic 
d1fferc:n~c:\ that \0 olten \Cparate U\. 

To allo~ lo\'c: of life and of human• 
IIY to ,hanc throuJh u,. And ~ith thl\ 
love, to wor._ to~ard chmmaun1 the 
huae matl-rial dhp.uitic, ~hich uea1e 
human ,uffering, whu.:h ,hape liv~ 
~o "\lrnpk .. that there i\ no joy 
~,thin them. 

True \lmpliciry ,hould connole not 
rovc:rP, but. ralhcr, a richnc~\ or 
~pull. a JOY in h\·intt, 1hc nurtunna 
of cre.111\ JI)· • ..cn\ltivuy to the muural 
""orld. and lo,c: for all its creacure,. 
A~ an c,prC~\IOn of 1hi, love, th1, 
true 1mplk1t). ~c: mu,t then, too, 
~ommll our,t"he, ro building a more 
equitable world a world m ~h1ch 
this ,imphclty may thri\'C and bt
enj,wcd by cvcr)·onc: "And ~hen 
~c find our~cl\·c~ in the pla~e just 
nttht u ~,11 be m the valley ol love 
and dditiht ." L 


