
New Story Newsletter June 2025 
The next meeting of the FMC New Story Group is Monday, June 23, 7:00-9:00pm Eastern. Come at 
6:30pm for fellowship. First timers are always welcome!  
 
For Zoom access click this link or call 1-646-558-8656 and provide the Meeting ID 875 6881 1869 
and passcode 101225.  
 
Topic: “Changing Systems of Power from the Inside” with Alicia McBride (she/her), Senior 
Director for Quaker Leadership, Friends Committee on National Legislation (FCNL). We seek a 
world free of war and the threat of war. We seek a society with equity and justice for all. We seek a 
community where every person’s potential may be fulfilled. We seek an earth restored. Advancing 
this vision, which drives the Friends Committee on National Legislation’s work, requires 
challenging the assumptions and accepted truths of the very systems of governmental power that 
FCNL operates within. How can we both use these systems and work to transform them? How do 
we stay grounded in our spiritual center and our own values in an environment operating from 
different rules? In this session, we’ll explore the many aspects of working to shift paradigms and 
influence policy from within the very systems we endeavor to change. 

Background material: 

● The World We Seek: FCNL Statement of Legislative Policy - please make sure to see Part IV: 
We seek an earth restored. 

● Issues FCNL works on and our current legislative asks to members of Congress 

● Discussion paper on Dismantling Racism and Militarism in U.S. Foreign Policy, as an 
example of defining the need for a paradigm shift in policy approach. 

Alicia McBride has worked with FCNL for more than 20 years at the intersections of faith, advocacy, 
and policy change. She currently serves as Senior Director of Quaker Leadership, where she helps 
our grassroots network, governors, and staff connect Quaker principles and practices to FCNL’s 
legislative work. She also teaches hatha and restorative yoga and finds it fascinating to consider 
these practices in conversation with Quakerism. She is a member of Sandy Spring Monthly Meeting 
(Baltimore Yearly Meeting) and lives in Takoma Park, MD with her husband and their two teenagers. 

For more information and list of resources, please visit the New Story web page here. To be placed 
on the email list for New Story News and program announcements contact Cornelia Parkes new-
story@fmcquaker.org. 

Save the Dates! 
The FMC New Story Group will continue to meet on the fourth Monday of the month during July and 
August. 
 
Monday, July 28, we will watch the video “A Civilizational Rite of Passage” - Daniel 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87568811869?pwd=MERCV1pqbkJsc2l4WjRaYjc4RDlLdz09
https://www.fcnl.org/about/world-we-seek/world-we-seek-statement-legislative-policy
https://www.fcnl.org/issues
https://www.fcnl.org/sites/default/files/2021-09/DismantlingRacism.16.pdf
https://fmcquaker.org/outreach/new-story/
mailto:new-story@fmcquaker.org
mailto:new-story@fmcquaker.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=C8wKnVPs19c


Schmachtenberger's Keynote to Quaker Earthcare Witness Spring Gathering 2024.  While Daniel 
leaves us poised on the edge of despair with his rational analysis of our condition, can we in our 
discussion bring us back? 
 
Monday, August 25, Mary Kay Klein will present “Creating the Spiritual Context of the Ecological 
Age.” Mary Kay presents Thomas Berry’s equally deep analysis of our condition and the way 
forward with the New Story. 
 
BREAKING NEWS! 
Monday, September 22, John Grim, co-director of the Yale Forum on Religion and Ecology with 
his wife Mary Evelyn Tucker, will present “Indigenous Lifeway, Cosmovision, and Giving World.”  
John Grim is a scholar of religion and ecology, particularly known for his work on indigenous 
religions and their relationship to the environment. He holds appointments at the Yale School of 
the Environment, Divinity School, and Department of Religious Studies. He has done extensive 
fieldwork with indigenous communities, including the Salish people of Washington and the 
Crow/Apsaalooke people of Montana.  
 
 
 
 

https://fore.yale.edu/
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