Avison Fund Grantees for the 2022-2023 Grant Year

Fund Mission

The mission of this fund is to help improve the lives of children: helping them grow into
productive, caring yet savvy human beings. This could take the form of direct help to children’s
organizations, help for schooling with emphasis on loving, respectful, learner-centered
classrooms as well as education beyond schools, help with food and nutrition, help with values,
help giving children a head start. It might assist juvenile offenders before and/or after they
encounter the criminal justice system, or even assist in improving that system. One of my
concerns is aiding children who have been hurt by US wars and policies. In the 1990s, this would
include Vietnam. Depending on the local, national and international situation, this assistance
might also include larger issues such as helping to increase the chances of peace, or even
working to prevent nuclear war.

The ACE Mentor Program of Greater Boston provides a weekly afterschool program is free of
charge to the high school students, 90% of whom attend public or charter schools in the Greater
Boston area. Over fifteen weeks, students design a project under real-world program and site
constraints with the guidance of mentors who work in the industry. This year, students are designing
an emergency shelter camp to respond to a hypothetical climate-related flooding disaster in Boston.
https://www.acegreaterboston.org

ALDEA (stands for Advancing Local Development through Empowerment and Action) with their
sister organization in Guatemala target chronic childhood malnutrition while building rural partners’
capacity to address future challenges on their own. This grant will be used for construction materials
for 63 gray water filters and to provide training to 134 families in the proper use of the
infrastructure, hygiene, health, and environmental protection in rural villages.
https://aldeaguatemala.org

Families First--Parents of children, birth to eight years in impoverished neighborhoods who have
experienced structural inequity. In 2023 the plan is to add 213 parents in Holyoke & Springfield.
They teach core skills to reach the goal of responsive relationships with their children taught by local
bilingual parents Families First has trained and will support.

https:/ /familiesfirst.or

Food for Free is a program that helps alleviate hunger through both food rescue and direct service
programming. Since its founding, it has expanded into not only a program for communities in need
but to school children in K-12, college students and families with young children among

others. Avison money will be used for their Summer Weekend Eats Program in July and August
which serves approximately 350 elementary and middle school aged campers over the 6-8 week
program in Cambridge and Somerville.

https://foodforfree.org

La Colaborativa- Their Youth Mental Health initiative will support 43 youth with a combination of
employment and weekly mental health support.
https://la-colaborativa.org
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Friends Peace Teams--Reading aloud projects for children in Rwanda, DR Congo & Burundi in
seven peace libraries with trained librarians to help raise reading levels. Kids will gather with books
material & librarians to heal after genocide & work toward trauma recovery.

https:/ /friendspeaceteams.org

Science Club for Girls, Inc.- founded by two mothers concerned about gender, racial, and
socioeconomic equity in STEM education. From a single club for gitls in kindergarten, it has
evolved into a leader in experimental STEM learning for girls. Avison Funds will be used to create a
larger geographical outreach, particularly in Chelsea, for 125 additional participants during the
academic school year.

https://www.scienceclubforgirls.org

T.E.N.- The Empowerment Network Global Will address low literacy rates and children leaving
school in Haiti. TEN will run an afterschool program based on the successful near peer mentoring
approach used at a summer camp they also run.

https:/ /tenglobal.org
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