Avison Summaries 2025

Of the 17 organizations that applied to receive Avison Fund grants in 2025, the following 8
organizations were funded at approximately $10,000 each.

Bryce’s Journey

Our grant will help fund anew afterschool program, called Learning in the Community for
children with ASD who need to develop or practice their social skills to better navigate
common situations and scenarios that they encounter in their day to day lives. This
program will serve children with ASD in Grades 3-9 from the under-resourced Boston
neighborhoods of Hyde Park, Roslindale, Roxbury, Dorchester, and Mattapan.

Children’s Room

Our funding will support the Sunday peer support groups for children 3.5-6 years old. Arts
and crafts, talking circles, and sharing memories help children as they integrate loss and
grief into their new family dynamic.

City Schools

The City School’s mission is to develop and strengthen youth and young adults from Boston
and surrounding communities to gain the leadership skills needed to build collective power
and advance racial, gender, economic, queer, and disability justice. Many of their
participants are multilingual, and they prioritize the leadership of BIPOC queer, non-binary,
and trans youth, with a focus on Black women.

The Summer Leadership Program Avison will help fund is a six-week immersive initiative
designed to equip 50-60 youth with the skills, knowledge, and experiences needed to
become social justice leaders.

Food for Free

Food for Free partners with public charter schools and district public schools in Cambridge
and Somerville to host monthly, choice-based markets that allow families and their
children to “shop” for fresh produce and shelf stable necessities free of charge while
picking their kids up from school. By having improved access to healthy, fresh, and
delicious food, elementary and middle-school-aged students in Cambridge and Somerville
are able to arrive at school well-nourished and ready to learn

La Vida Scholars

La Vida Scholars partners with families to equip low-income, high-achieving students with
access to resources and opportunities to enter top colleges and graduate with minimal to
no debt. It serves low income families in Chelsea and Lynn. Their model has proven
successful: Nearly all La Vida Scholars graduate high school and go directly to college. The
Avison Fund grant of $10,000 will help LVS increase capacity, building infrastructure to
provide life-changing college-access services to as many as 240 Scholars and their
families by June 2025.



Science Club for Girls

Science Club for Girls (SCFG) fosters excitement, confidence, and literacy in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) for girls and gender-expansive youth
from underrepresented communities by providing free, experiential programs and by
maximizing meaningful interactions with women-in-STEM mentors. The Avison Fund grant
of $10,000 will help fund the Summer Rocketry Program that takes place in Cambridge and
serves participants from Cambridge, Somerville, Boston, and neighboring communities.

Sibling Connections

Sibling Connection’s mission is to create enduring sibling relationships for those separated
by the Foster Care system in Massachusetts. Siblings often represent the longest
relationship many have in their lives and are often cited as among the most important and
deepest connections. Sibling Connections strives to help strengthen familial bonds and
create positive childhood memories and shared experiences that will last a lifetime
through the Weekend Retreats Avison will help fund. DCF reports that participants
experience improved social integration, higher graduation rates, increased chances of
starting college or establishing stable employment, and fewer behavioral challenges.
(Youth served are ages 7-20 and represent all genders and ethnicities.)

Friends Place

Friends Place on Capitol Hill hosts young lobbyists, including middle and high schoolers,
coming to Washington DC “To remedy past wrongs and build a just and equitable future”.
Formerly known as William Penn House, Friends Place has been operated by Quakers since
1966 and clearly advocates strong Quaker values and has strong connections to Avison
Fund goals. While other organizations provide lodging for student groups, Friends Place is
unique in that they combine accessible accommodation on Capitol Hill with civic
engagement and activism training led by experienced advocates. The Avison Fund grant of
$10,000 will provide financial aid to 8-10 elementary, middle, and high school groups in
2025, so that more young people can learn how to be agents of change in their
communities and the world.
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